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Right to Information (RTI):
A vital tool for achieving the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda

In 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a new global development framework, focusing on
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. As we work towards localizing
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, RTI becomes a significant tool for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Many of the SDGs (for example, Goal 2 on Zero Hunger; 3 on Good Health
and Wellbeing; 12 on Responsible Consumption and Production; and 16 on Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions) incorporate elements of access to information in their respective targets.

The people of Sri Lanka and their Parliament must be commended for recognizing RTI as a fundamental
right in their Constitution, and for enacting enabling legislation to give effect to this fundamental right. It is
noteworthy that Sri Lanka’s legal framework is ranked 3rd in the Global RTI Rating.

Sri Lanka’s challenge now, is to translate its law and regulations on RTI into action, so that the benefits
of it will be felt by the people on the ground. The meaningful realization of RTI will depend on the ability
of public authorities to provide information; the RTI Commission’s capacity to adjudicate complaints and
ensure compliance of public authorities; and the eagerness of civil society, media and the public-at-large
to use RTI. Innovation and technology play a critical role in accelerating this process.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Sri Lanka provided some preliminary support to
the Ministry of Mass Media for operationalizing some aspects of the RTIl law. UNDP has facilitated access
to comparative experience and good practice on systems and processes relating to RTI implementation;
critical training requirements of public authorities and other stakeholders; and a preliminary mapping
and review of legislation restricting reactive and proactive information disclosure. We continue to extend
our support to meaningful implementation of the RTI law through technical assistance, innovation and
coordination support to address the capacity development requirements of public authorities and non-
state actors; public outreach; as well as legal and procedural barriers to reactive and proactive information
disclosure.

There is evidence to show that the proactive exercise of RTI can contribute, amongst other things, to
improve equality of access to basic services such as health and education, transparency in governance,
and ultimately to build a just society. Accordingly, RTI can be a catalyst for Sri Lanka to achieve the SDGs.
Much will depend on the public’s ability to use it.

Joern Soerensen

Country Director

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Sri Lanka
18 September 2017
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